
 

18 September 2026 
Executive Headteacher Update 

What a fantastic week we have had at Belsay! It has been lovely to see the children really enjoying 
themselves in school  and with the weather being so kind to us, we have been able to get outside and 
make the most of the sunshine too. We never quite know how long that will last, so it has been great to 
see the children enjoying it! 

When I have been in school this week, I have really enjoyed walking around the classrooms and seeing 
how engaged the children are with their learning. The questioning and discussion taking place has been 
fantastic and we really do have a very articulate group of children who are keen to learn, ask questions and 
challenge themselves, while also having plenty of fun along the way. Lots of smiles and lots of laughter — 
exactly what we want to see! 

A huge thank you to Natassh from The Lisa Project, who once again joined us in school this week to lead a  
fantastic sign language performance. It was wonderful to welcome residents from Eothen Care Home into 
school and they enjoyed singing and signing along with the children. I think it is incredibly important that 
our children learn different ways of communicating and having a specialist like Natasha come into school 
and share her expertise is a fantastic opportunity. Thank you so much for your continued support! 

We also welcomed Open the Book into school on Thursday for our assembly. It was lovely to see the 
children getting involved and enjoying some of the stories from the Bible. These assemblies are always a 
great way to bring our Christian stories to life and give the children the opportunity to participate. 

A reminder that next Wednesday we will be holding our SEND Coffee Morning with Mrs Aynsley. If you are 
able to attend, please come along and enjoy a coffee while having the opportunity to speak with Mrs 
Aynsley about our SEND provision in school and the fantastic work she does to support all of our children 
and learners. 

Finally, we ended the week with our Celebration Assembly and Hot Chocolate with the Head. As always, a 
massive well done to all of this week's winners — you were all thoroughly deserving! 

Have a wonderful weekend everyone, enjoy the sunshine while it lasts and we will see you all again on 
Monday, ready for another fantastic week! 

Mr Shaw  

Next week I am planning to be in school on Monday and Thursday. 

 
 

 



 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Miss Dixon and Miss Houghton.           

           

 

 



 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 95.4%  Our target for Whole School Attendance is 97% 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 95.6% 97.2% 

Maple 94.5% 97% 

Alder 97.4% 95.4% 

Oak 96% 93.8% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
                                                                     

 

 



 

Classroom updates - Willow class 

What a fantastic week we have had in Willow Class! The children have been brilliant and have 
continued to settle into our routines, learn together and have lots of fun along the way. It has been 
lovely to see everyone growing in confidence and enjoying their learning.  

This week we have been enjoying The Colour Monster and talking about our different feelings and 
emotions. We have been thinking about how we feel and how our feelings can sometimes change. 
The children have been fantastic at sharing their ideas and talking about what makes them happy, 
sad, excited, worried and calm.  

We have also been busy exploring patterns. We started by making repeating patterns using two 
colours and then challenged ourselves to create patterns using three colours. The children have 
been brilliant at spotting what comes next and explaining their patterns. There has been some 
fantastic mathematical thinking happening in Willow Class!  

We have also been busy planting cress with Miss Cook! The children loved getting their hands 
involved as they carefully planted their seeds and talked about what plants need to grow. We are 
now going to be patient and watch our cress over the next few days to see what happens. There was 
lots of excitement as the children made predictions about how quickly their cress might grow. We 
can't wait to see our little plants begin to sprout! 

                                      

It has been another lovely week full of learning, laughter, creativity and lots of smiles. I am so proud 
of how well the children are doing and how enthusiastically they are joining in with everything we 
do. 

Miss Houghton  

 



 

Classroom updates - Maple class  

This week, Maple Class have been working hard to improve their handwriting. We have been 
practising careful letter formation, thinking about how we hold our pencils and remembering the 
correct direction in which letters should be formed. We have been paying particular attention to 
making sure our letters are the correct size, sit neatly on the line and are correctly orientated in 
relation to one another. Everyone has been working really hard to develop their handwriting skills 
and take pride in their presentation! 

In Maths, Year 1 have been exploring one more and one less, using practical resources and number 
representations to help develop their understanding of number. Year 2 have been learning how to 
write numbers in expanded form, recognising the value of each digit within a two-digit number. 

In PSHE, we learnt that families come in all shapes and sizes and that what matters most is the love 
and care we share with one another. We talked about why our families are special and important to 
us and celebrated the different families that make up our community. During Forest School, we also 
got creative outdoors by collecting natural objects such as leaves, sticks and stones and using them 
to create our own pictures and patterns. It was wonderful to see the children using their 
imaginations and working together to create beautiful artwork inspired by nature! 

 

Mrs Landreth 

 
 

 



 

Classroom updates- Alder class  
It has been another whirlwind of a week in Alder Class! We have had a brilliant week of learning.  

In Maths, we have been using Base 10 equipment and place value counters to build 3 and 4 digit 
numbers and exploring how these can be partitioned into thousands, hundreds, tens and ones. We 
moved on to partitioning numbers more flexibly.  

We have been prehistoric publishers this week as we plan our non-chronological reports. Armed 
with a treasure trove of facts from their own research, we have all mapped out clear, well-structured 
plans. We are excited to write our final reports next week.  

In Science and History this week we have been detectives! In Science, we closely examined rock 
samples to classify them as igneous, sedimentary or metamorphic. By observing textures and layers, 
the children were able to get a real eye for detail. In History, we stepped into the shoes of an 
archaeologist, analysing replic artefacts from the famous neolithic Skara Brae settlement. By 
examining bones, tools and photographic evidence from Skara Brae itself, the class correctly 
deduced that neolithic people were remarkably skilled farmers and fishermen and had started 
permanent settlements.  

We had a wonderful singing and signing assembly with Natasha from the Lisa Project and gave 
fantastic signed renditions of Zipedee DooDaa and You are My Sunshine. Members of Alder Class 
also took to the stage during our Open the Book assembly, helping to act out the Creation story with 
great enthusiasm. 

Have a restful weekend everyone. We look forward to seeing you next week.  

Mrs Aynsley and Mrs Rutter  

 

 
 
 

 



 

 
Classroom updates - Oak class​
This week, the children completed their Diary Entry Big Write, inspired by the first six chapters of Street Child by 
Berlie Doherty. They worked hard to step into Jim Jarvis’s shoes, retelling key events while capturing his 
thoughts, feelings and experiences. We were incredibly impressed by the atmosphere, emotion and historical 
detail included in their writing. 

In Maths, we continued our Place Value unit, focusing on estimating and identifying numbers on number lines, 
as well as rounding numbers to different degrees of accuracy. Some of the rounding proved rather tricky at first, 
but the children showed excellent determination and made great progress as the week went on! 

Our work on materials continued in Science as we explored a range of separation processes, including 
evaporation, magnetism, filtration and sieving. The children considered how and why each process works before 
deciding which method would be most effective for separating different mixtures. 

Mrs Rutter delivered a brilliant History lesson on the Industrial Revolution and the enormous changes it brought 
to Britain. The children explored how developments in factories, coal mining, steam power and transport 
transformed the way people lived and worked during the Victorian era. 

In RE, we explored how different people may understand and describe God in different ways. The children 
considered a range of beliefs, images and interpretations, sharing their own ideas thoughtfully and respectfully 
while recognising that people’s views can be shaped by their faith and personal experiences. 

We also kicked off our exciting new Art unit this week! The children have made a fantastic start and are already 
bursting with creativity and ideas. Watch this space for some of their wonderful creations over the coming 
weeks! 

Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you for all the kind messages and well wishes I have received following 
my car crash. They have genuinely meant a great deal to me and have been very much appreciated. 

Have a wonderful and restful weekend, everyone! 

​
Mr. McLeod 
 

 



 

 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 

 Birthdays   

Ottillie (Willow), Emily (Alder), Felicity (Oak), Theo (Willow), Otis (Alder) 

Wishing you all a fantastic time celebrating 

 

 

 

Date Time  

Wednesday 23rd 
September  

9am SEND coffee morning  

Friday 2nd October  AM  Individual and family photos  

Friday 16th October  9am Harvest festival performance  

Thursday 22nd October  3.15pm  School closed for half term 

Monday 2nd November  All day  Teacher training day  

Tuesday 3rd November  8.45am  School reopens to pupils  

Friday 20th November  All day  Flu immunisations for all children  

Thursday 10th December   Christmas lunch  

Friday 11th December  2pm  Christmas Nativity performance  

Wednesday 16th December  9am  Christmas Panto at Tyne Theatre  

Friday 18th December  1pm  School closes for Christmas holidays  

Monday 4th January  8.45am  School reopens to pupils  
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