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8th May 2026
Headteachers Update

Another wonderful week has flown by at Belsay Primary School and as always, the children have
continued to work incredibly hard across all areas of school life. It has been lovely to see so much
enthusiasm, positivity and determination in classrooms throughout the week.

One of the real highlights this week has been the return of our sign language session in Year 3/4. We
also know that some of our Year 3/4 children have been continuing to develop their learning further
through the after-school sign language club. It is fantastic to see this valuable skill being embraced
by the children and to watch them finding new ways to communicate, express themselves and
ensure that everyone can feel heard and included. Learning sign language is such an important and
worthwhile experience and we are very grateful for the opportunities the children are being given.

A lot of this week, particularly for our older children, has focused on SATs preparation alongside
developing a strong growth mindset. We know that SATs can feel like a busy and sometimes
worrying time for Year 6 children, so we have spent time talking about resilience, confidence and
believing in themselves as learners. The children have shown great maturity and determination and
we are incredibly proud of how hard they have worked in preparing themselves. By this time next
week, SATs will all be finished and can become a distant memory!

We are also really looking forward to getting our beehives back up and running again over the next
few weeks. It will be fantastic for the children to head back down and see the bees in full action once
again. Alongside this, we are also due to welcome our chickens back onto site. We know the children
and staff alike will be very excited to have them back and to get involved once more as we move
further into the summer term. These opportunities add so much to school life and are always
something the children enjoy immensely.

We also enjoyed another lovely Hot Chocolate and Celebration Assembly this week. Well done to all
of our winners, it is always wonderful to celebrate the children’s achievements, effort and positive
attitudes.

We hope you all have a fantastic weekend and we look forward to welcoming everyone back on
Monday.

Mr Shaw
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SEND

An organisation of Educational Psychologists called ASK Psychology will be facilitating some parent
workshops on different themes over the year ahead at locations across the trust. The first session will
be after the May half term and will be hosted in three locations (Swansfield, Ponteland Primary and
Heddon ) for parents to access from any school. The first session will be delivered by ASK's
Occupational Therapists and will cover one of these issues :

e toileting(primary),
eating and drinking (primary),
sensory differences and sensory lifestyles (primary and secondary)
sleep (primary and secondary)
neuro-affirming play (primary and secondary)

Below is the link to a google form, please could you indicate the session that would be of most
interest to you:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/TFAIPOLStGNhbflangclSTViX4i4Pls3xPDFcDg-g9YZVn5y2BUSKO
a/viewform?usp=publish-editor

The results of this survey will determine the session to be delivered.

Once the survey results are gathered, we will advertise the parent session which has been chosen
and the timings and location of the delivery.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftGNhbfJangcJSTVtX4i4PIs3xPDFcDg-q9YZVn5y2BU5KQg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftGNhbfJangcJSTVtX4i4PIs3xPDFcDg-q9YZVn5y2BU5KQg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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Safeguarding

Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Miss Dixon, Miss Houghton and

Mr Shaw.
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Attendance

As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we
provide one of the best experiences possible.

Current Whole School attendance is 94.94%. Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 95%.

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Willow

Maple

Oak

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 175 171
Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in
your child’'s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.
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Classroom updates - Willow Class

This week in Reception, we have been very busy with our learning! Our new focus book is The Three
Little Pigs. The children have been exploring the story through story maps, helping them to
understand the sequence of events. They have also enjoyed retelling the story using a range of props,
as well as creating and performing with stick puppets and masks. It has been wonderful to see their
confidence grow as storytellers. We also created a wanted poster to help everyone to know what the
Big Bad Wolf looks like.

In Maths, we have been learning all about the number 10. The children have been practising
recognising, counting, and representing 10 in different ways through practical activities and games.

In PE, the children took part in a cricket session with Mr Smith. They practised basic skills such as
throwing, catching and striking the ball, showing great enthusiasm and teamwork.

The children have been using their knowledge of the story to retell The Very Hungry Caterpillar
independently, without relying on the book for support. They worked hard to recall the sequence of
events, remembering what the caterpillar ate each day and how the story develops. Through
discussion, actions and imaginative play, they demonstrated growing confidence in their storytelling,
using familiar language and key phrases while beginning to add their own ideas. It has been lovely to
see their increasing independence and understanding of the story structure.

Have a wonderful weekend!

Miss Houghton
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Classroom updates - Maple Class

This week, our mixed Year 1 and 2 class have been busy producing some fantastic work across the
curriculum. In English, we retold the story of The Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch and then
independently rewrote the story in our own words. The children worked incredibly hard to include
interesting vocabulary from the original text, a variety of punctuation and exciting storytelling
phrases. We were very proud to celebrate our finished stories together by reading them aloud as a
class. In Maths, Year 1 have been learning to count in steps of 2, 5 and 10. They used counters to make
arrays and then wrote repeated addition number sentences to match. Meanwhile, Year 2 have been
practising column addition and subtraction, focusing on achieving gold standard presentation in
their Maths books to ensure their workings are neat and clear.

In History, we learnt about Grace Darling and discovered how she became famous for helping to save
the lives of nine people during a shipwreck rescue. The children showed great empathy and
appreciation by writing thoughtful letters of thanks to her for her bravery and heroism. In Art, we
continued developing our weaving skills and learnt that weaving is created by repeating an
under-and-over pattern. The children showed excellent concentration and perseverance while
creating their woven pieces, and we are looking forward to continuing these skills next week.

Miss Dixon
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Classroom updates- Alder class

It has been another bustling week in Alder Class! From magical marketing to scientific experiments,
the children have been working incredibly hard. A highlight was our sign language lesson, learning
the alphabet and new songs this week.

This week, our classroom transformed into an advertising agency. The children designed and
published their own persuasive posters for our "Magical Supermarket." | was blown away by the
creativity on display—we had some truly "spellbinding" deals! The children used powerful, persuasive
language and celebrity quotes to entice customers and create a fantastic end product.

In Maths this week, year 3 continued their work on mass and capacity with a focus on introducing
volume for liquids and understanding how to read scales accurately. Year 4 are still in the world of
decimals., dividing one and two digit numbers by ten and learning how digits move to include
decimal places. We are continuing to practice hard for the multiplication tables check in June. The
progress so far is fantastic from everyone. Thank you for all the hard work at home - it is making a
huge difference.

To understand the impact of sugar on our dental health, we set up a fascinating experiment. Since
egg shells are made of a similar material to our tooth enamel, we placed eggs into various liquids

(some very sugary!) to observe the effects. In RE, we explored the story of the Exodus from Egypt
and created our own Seder plates. This hands-on activity helped the children learn about the
symbolic foods used during Passover and their historical significance. In our PSHE sessions, we
looked at the importance of consistent sleep routines ensuring we get enough rest to help our
brains grow. We learnt about having time away from screens before bed to help us to wind down
and settle. Many of us shared their favourite stories to read before bed - there were some great
recommendations.

To support our Year 4s with their upcoming check—and to build vital fluency for our Year
3s—homework this half-term will continue to focus on times table practice. Even 5-10 minutes a day
makes a huge difference! Thank you for your continued support with this.

Mrs Aynsley and Mrs Rutter
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Classroom updates - Oak class

What a brilliant week we've had in Oak Class. In English, the children published their balanced
arguments about xenotransplantation and the standard really was exceptionally high. It has been
fantastic to see how confidently the children are now able to structure arguments, balance points of
view and use formal language so effectively. The finished pieces looked incredibly professional and
the effort the children put into both presentation and content was clear to see.

In Maths, both year groups have been working on different aspects of area and perimeter before
finishing the week by revisiting the four functions and developing their general arithmetic fluency.
The children have shown great resilience when tackling multi-step calculations and have worked
hard to explain their reasoning clearly.

In Science, we carried out an enquiry exploring how exercise affects heart rate. The children enjoyed
collecting data through practical activities and discussing why our bodies respond differently during
exercise. There were some excellent scientific discussions and thoughtful conclusions throughout
the lesson.

Our History work focused on the resilience shown by soldiers during WW!I. The children considered
the challenges soldiers faced on a daily basis and reflected maturely on the bravery, determination
and emotional strength needed during wartime.

Year 6 have approached some gentle last-minute SATs practice with a really calm and positive
attitude and we are incredibly proud of the maturity they are showing. Meanwhile, Year 5 created
some absolutely outstanding xenotransplantation posters which combined detailed scientific
knowledge with creative presentation.

To finish the week, this morning, everybody enjoyed a fantastic Forest School session alongside Years
3 and 4. A huge thank you to Mrs. Rutter and Mr. A for organising such an enjoyable afternoon
outdoors. Have a lovely weekend everyone!

Mr McLeod




pe\say SChOO/

(T
A 4

Dates for your Diary
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if

required
Date Time
Monday Tith May All week SATs week
Wednesday 13th May TBC Reception vision screening
Friday 22nd May 3.15pm School closes for half term
Monday 1st June 8.45am School opens for Summer 2
Wednesday 17th Year 6 France trip
June-Sunday 21st June
Tuesday 7th July Tpm Sports Day
Wednesday 15th July 3.15pm Summer Fair
Friday 17th July Tpm School closes for the summer holidays

Happy Birthday to:
Alex (Oak)

“% B Wishing you a fantastic time celebrating ©
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BABY & TODDLER
GROUP

Every Monday (during term time)
in the school hall - 1T0am - TTam

Come along to a relaxed
and friendly group

EVERYONE WELCOME
£2.50 PER FAMILY
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