
 

6th March  2026 
Headteachers Update 

It is wonderful to see March arrive with a real sense of spring in the air! I hope you have all managed 
to make the most of the blue skies this week - it has been lovely to see a bit of sunshine at last and 
feel the days starting to stretch out. 

We’ve had a really positive week in school, with the children full of enthusiasm and throwing 
themselves straight into their learning. It has been particularly fantastic to see the weather 
improving; the drier spells have meant we could finally get back out onto the school field. Seeing the 
children running around and enjoying the open space again has been a real highlight of the week. 

This week has also been Careers Week and what a brilliant opportunity it has been for our children. 
We have welcomed a range of visitors into school to speak to different classes about their 
professions, experiences and career journeys. It has been inspiring to see the children so engaged 
and curious, asking thoughtful questions and beginning to think a little more broadly about their 
futures. A big thank you to Mr McLeod for sorting it all out. 

Today we also celebrated World Book Day. Although I wasn’t able to join the children this time, I have 
heard from Miss Houghton just how wonderful it was to see so many pupils coming to school in 
pyjamas and comfortable clothing, fully embracing the joy of reading. 

Our focus this year was on promoting the importance of slowing down and enjoying a book, 
particularly away from screens. Reading, especially before bedtime, helps to relax the mind, rest the 
eyes and improve sleep quality. Research consistently shows the positive impact this can have on 
wellbeing and it is a habit we are keen to encourage both in school and at home. 

There is a real buzz of excitement in school as we look ahead to next week’s residential. These trips 
are such a vital part of school life, offering the children a chance to build independence, try new 
challenges and create memories that last a lifetime. Please do keep an eye on ClassDojo for any 
last-minute reminders or updates regarding the trip. If you’re unsure about anything, don’t hesitate 
to get in touch with the staff attending and we will be happy to answer any questions you have.   

We ended the week with our Celebration Assembly and Hot Chocolate again this Friday. Now that 
we are back into the swing of the new term, it is wonderful to see the children consistently 
demonstrating our school values. A massive well done to all of our winners this week - it is always the 
perfect way to head into the weekend. 

Mr Shaw   

 



 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Miss Dixon, Miss Houghton and 
Mr Shaw..               

                                                   

 



 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 94.94%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 95%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 100% 97% 

Maple 88.9% 94.9% 

Alder 98.3% 94.2% 

Oak 100% 97.7% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
                                                                     

 



 

Classroom updates - Willow Class 

We have had another truly positive and settled week as we move further into Spring 2. The children 
have continued to show excellent attitudes towards their learning, maintaining that calm and 
purposeful atmosphere that makes our classroom such a wonderful place to be. It has been a joy to 
see their confidence grow as they engage with new stories and mathematical concepts. 

Our focus story this week has been The Gruffalo. The children have been captivated by the deep, 
dark wood and have been working incredibly hard to master some important "book talk" vocabulary. 
We have been practicing how to identify the author and the illustrator in our stories, helping the 
children understand the different roles people play in bringing a book to life. Their ability to spot 
these names and explain what they do has been fantastic to see. 

In maths, our focus number has been number 8. We have spent time exploring the composition of 8, 
finding different ways to represent it and spotting it in the environment. The children are becoming 
much more adept at explaining their mathematical thinking, which is a vital part of strengthening 
their overall number sense as we progress through the term. 

It has been a real pleasure to see the children making the most of our outdoor area this week, with 
the improving weather allowing for some wonderful physical and imaginative play. From testing 
their strength and coordination while climbing trees to exploring the water wall, the children have 
been fully engaged in their environment. Our mud kitchen has also been a hive of activity, where our 
young chefs have been busy "cooking" up delicious treats and developing their communication skills 
through collaborative role-play. 

          

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We are looking forward to another busy and 
productive week ahead, filled with new learning opportunities and continued progress. 

Miss Houghton 

 



 

Classroom updates - Maple Class 

This week in Maple Class, our young writers have been busy innovating the story We're Going on an 
Egg Hunt by Martha Mumford. The children used their imaginations to create new versions of the 
story, introducing different characters, settings, and challenges to overcome. They wrote with 
fantastic enthusiasm, using interesting vocabulary, varied sentence types, and even adding humour. 
It was a joy to read their stories, and it was wonderful to see the children so proud of their writing 
achievements. 

In Maths, Year 1 have been exploring tens and ones, becoming increasingly confident at using the 
hundred square to support their counting and number work. Meanwhile, Year 2 have been learning 
about division by sharing amounts into groups. The children have been making excellent progress, 
and it has been fantastic to see Year 2 beginning to write independent division number sentences 
with growing confidence. 

Our Science lessons this week involved a fun class enquiry to find out which material is the most 
waterproof – Ted needed a new umbrella! The children worked collaboratively to make predictions, 
carry out tests, record their results, and write conclusions. They also discussed the importance of fair 
testing in Science, learning how to make investigations accurate and reliable. It was a hands-on 
week full of curiosity, teamwork, and problem-solving. 

 

 

 

Miss Dixon  

 

 

 



 

Classroom updates- Alder class 

This week in Alder Class, we have been immersing ourselves in the world of myths and legends. We 
have developed actions to help us remember the key features of legends. The children have been 
using their imagination to develop their own myths and legends.  This week, we have created our 
hero, the monster and the setting of our legends. It has been delightful to watch their creativity in 
action this week.  

In Maths, we have all become more confident in dividing a 2 digit number by a 1 digit number. The 
children have explored division using the bus stop method to help them. It has been wonderful to 
watch the children become more independent in solving these division problems. With their 
growing confidence, they have also moved into finding remainders! We continue to focus on times 
tables this half term. All of the children’s homework activities this half term will focus on times tables 
to help increase our fluency with these. The children will also be doing times table practice within 
school most days.   

Our Science lesson this week involved creating our own classification system for animals. The 
children found information about animals from an existing classification system and then created 
their own. In RE, we started to look at our new topic for this half term, exploring what happened at 
Pentecost. 

 In Geography, we continued to explore what happens when the earth gets angry! Our focus this 
week was on volcanoes and we were surprised to learn that they can be helpful to an environment, 
as well as causing harm.  

It has been another busy week in Alder Class. Have a great weekend everyone. We look forward to 
seeing you all next week!  

Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter 
 

 

 



 

Classroom updates - Oak Class 

It has been another busy and productive week in Oak Class, with the children showing great 
enthusiasm and commitment across all areas of learning. 

Preparations for our Shakespeare performance are well under way. The children have been working 
incredibly hard to learn their lines and practise delivering them with expression and confidence. It 
has been wonderful to see their dedication and teamwork as they rehearse together, and the 
performance is already beginning to take shape. We are looking forward to performing to an 
audience next Tuesday night!  

This week in PSHE we have been learning about International Women’s Day. The children explored 
why this day is celebrated around the world and discussed the importance of recognising the 
achievements and contributions of women throughout history and in modern society. 

We looked at a range of inspirational women who have made a difference in areas such as science, 
sport, politics and activism. The children shared thoughtful ideas about the qualities that make 
someone inspirational, including determination, bravery and resilience. We also discussed the 
importance of fairness, equality and ensuring that everyone has the same opportunities to succeed, 
regardless of gender. 

In English, the class has been working on writing speeches. The children have been learning how to 
organise their ideas clearly, use persuasive language and present their viewpoints effectively. It has 
been fantastic to see their creativity and confidence develop through this work. 

Finally, a massive thanks to Mr. Pritchard for picking up the reins this week to cover my sickness. We 
are incredibly lucky to have him. Thank you for your continued support. I hope you all have a lovely 
weekend. 

 

Mr McLeod & Mr Pritchard 

 



 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 
 

 

 
Happy Birthday to: 

Tobias ( Alder) & Jodie (Alder) 
      Wishing you both a fantastic time celebrating  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Time  

Tuesday 10th March  PM Shakespeare performance at Northern Stage  

Wednesday 11th March  All day  Newby Wiske residential  

Thursday 12th March  All day  Newby Wiske residential  

Friday 13th March  All day  Newby Wiske residential  

Friday 20th March  All day Comic Relief - Dress Down Day 

Monday 23rd March  All week  Scholastic Book Fair in school  

Monday 23rd March  Various times  Parents evening  

Tuesday 24th March  Various times  Parents evening  

Thursday 2nd April 3.15pm  School closes for Easter  



 

Upcoming Easter holiday clubs 

 

DRF Sports Camp at Darras Hall Primary School 

Please sign up via the link: DRF Sports Camp 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch at drfsportscoaching@gmail.com  

 

 

 

https://bookaby.me/drf-sports-coaching/whats-on#venue=c90afa5a
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