
 

23rd January 2026 
Headteachers Update 

It has been another really positive and encouraging week at school and it is lovely to be able to share 
just how well things are going across the school at the moment. There is a real sense of momentum, 
pride and happiness in everything we are doing and that has certainly been reflected in the week 
just gone. 

Earlier this week, we were delighted to welcome members of our Academy Committee into school 
as part of a follow-up visit linked to our recent SEND review. As always, it was a pleasure to have them 
with us. Their visit was extremely positive and it was wonderful to be able to showcase the great 
work that is happening across the school. 

We were also proud to welcome visitors from other schools within our Trust this week who are taking 
part in a Leadership Programme. They selected Belsay Primary School specifically, out of all the Trust 
schools, having heard such positive feedback about our school and being particularly interested in 
the uniqueness of our mixed-age classes. The focus of their visit was to understand how we facilitate 
mixed-age teaching so successfully and it was a pleasure to share our approaches, practices and 
classroom experiences with them. This was a real testament to the hard work of our staff and the 
strong reputation the school continues to build. 

A reminder for our Year 6 parents that we will be holding our SATs information evening on Monday 
26th. It is hard to believe we are approaching that time of year already. The evening is designed to 
explain the process clearly, outline what the SATs involve and how we support the children in the 
lead-up to May. We work hard to ensure there is no unnecessary pressure placed on pupils but it is 
always helpful for parents to feel informed and reassured. 

We also enjoyed another lovely celebration assembly this week, including our hot chocolate 
celebration. Well done to all those who were nominated and recognised – it is always a pleasure to 
celebrate the effort, attitudes and achievements of our pupils. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. I hope you all have a wonderful weekend and we 
look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday. 

Mr Shaw   

 
 

 



 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Miss Dixon, Miss Houghton and 
Mr Shaw..               

                                                   

 



 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 94.94%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 95%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 100% 96.2& 

Maple 88.1% 95.1% 

Alder 97.2% 93.9% 

Oak 99.2% 97.2% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
                                                                     

 



 

Classroom updates - Willow Class 

This week, Willow Class enjoyed exploring toys from the past and present. The children were 
enthusiastic about comparing how toys have changed over time and showed growing confidence 
when talking about similarities and differences. 

We have continued to focus on healthy eating choices, discussing how different foods help our 
bodies to grow and stay strong. The children are becoming more thoughtful when talking about 
balanced meals and making sensible choices. 

                      

A key focus this week has been our writing. The children have worked hard to form letters carefully, 
hear sounds in words and share their ideas with increasing independence. Their effort and progress 
are very encouraging. Our new phonics groups are working well. The children have settled 
confidently into their groups and are responding positively to the targeted support and challenge, 
helping them to build strong early reading skills.  Thank you to everyone who took advantage of the 
double book worm points and completed lots of additional reading at home. It really does make a 
difference.  

I hope everyone has a wonderful weekend!  

Miss Houghton 

 



 

Classroom updates - Maple Class 

This week in Maple Class, the children have been working hard in English as they planned to 
innovate the story Lost and Found to make it their own. They created writing toolkits filled with 
interesting verbs, adjectives and suffixes to help make their story writing more exciting and 
descriptive. The children also planned their own storyboards, using creative ideas to ensure their 
stories follow a clear story structure from beginning to end. 

In Maths, Year 1 pupils have continued developing their place value skills to 20, focusing on 
comparing numbers, while Year 2 pupils have been learning how to count money in pounds and 
pence. In History, the children discovered how the first flight changed travel around the world, 
sparking curiosity and thoughtful discussions about how transport has developed over time. 

In Art, the children completed a new artist study on Alma Thomas. They explored how her artwork 
uses bright, vibrant colours to evoke feelings of joy and excitement, sharing their own responses to 
her paintings. The class also discussed her distinctive use of dotted painting techniques to create 
natural landscapes, inspiring the children to think about how colour and pattern can be used to 
express mood and movement in their own artwork. 

 

 

Miss Dixon  

 

 

 



 

Classroom updates- Alder class 

Another great week in Alder Class. In English, we have been enjoying looking at poetry about 
Vikings. We imagined a longboat journey across the sea and used onomatopoeia to help us develop 
an immersive story for our poem. There has been some wonderful creativity shown!  

In Maths, we are continuing our multiplication and division topic. Year 3 has been exploring the 4 
and 8 times tables (both multiplication and division). Year 4, meanwhile, has been practising 
multiplying and dividing a number by 1 and itself, as well as multiplying three numbers.  

In P.E., we have been enjoying our weekly trips swimming. Our dance unit with Mr Smith is certainly 
a weekly highlight. We’re looking forward to seeing the final piece.  

In Science, we have been investigating evaporation and the conditions in which it occurs. In History, 
we explored Viking settlements and daily life. We compared Viking Life to the life of the Anglo 
Saxons which we studied before Christmas, leading to wonderful discussions and comparisons 
around similarities and differences.  

In RE, we continued to look at Hinduism and explore the concept of dharma (living life the right 
way). In PSHE this term, our focus is on healthy living. This week, we explored how eating a balanced 
diet helps us to feel good. We had positive discussions around the types of food that our bodies need 
to make us feel tired or unwell.  

Have a great weekend Alder Class. We are looking forward to seeing you all next week.  

 
 
Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter 
 

 

 



 

Classroom updates - Oak Class 

It’s been another busy and productive week in school, with lots of great learning taking place across 
the curriculum. In English, children have been working with Mr P to develop their writing by setting 
up scenes effectively in their books, thinking carefully about atmosphere, detail and how to hook the 
reader in from the very start. In Maths, Year 5 have been tackling division with remainders, while Year 
6 have been building their understanding of long division using concrete resources to really secure 
the method. Both groups showed great focus and resilience when working through some tricky 
problems. 

In Science, pupils worked in small groups to research and create posters all about natural selection, 
showing a fantastic level of teamwork and curiosity as they explored how species adapt and survive 
over time. In RE, Mr Mc led discussions around the importance of Ibadah in Islam, helping children to 
understand how acts of worship play a central role in faith and daily life. PSHE lessons focused on 
self-worth and self-image, with thoughtful conversations about valuing ourselves and recognising 
our own strengths. 

Art lessons this week were full of creativity as children experimented with mixing colours and using 
watercolours to create reflections, producing some really impressive work inspired by light and 
movement. 

Looking ahead, a reminder that there will be a SATs information evening for Year 6 parents on 
Monday, and we are also very much looking forward to our visit to the Theatre Royal on Thursday to 
see Weird. Thank you, as always, for your continued support — it’s been another brilliant week and 
we hope everyone has a lovely, well-earned weekend. 

                ​
Mr McLeod & Mr Pritchard 
 

 



 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 
 

 

 
Happy Birthday to: 

Ella (Maple) 
Ella (Maple) 

 
🎈Wishing both Ella’s a fantastic day! 🎂 

 

 

Date Time  

Monday 26th January 3.30pm Parents SATS Information Session 

Thursday 29th January  PM Year 5/6 attending a performance at the Theatre Royal  

Thursday 12th February  3.30pm  Newby Wiske Information evening  

Friday 13th February  3.15pm  School closes for half term  

Monday 23rd February  All day  School closed for teacher training day  

Tuesday 24th February  8.45am  School reopens  

Tuesday 10th March  PM Shakespeare performance at Northern Stage  

Wednesday 11th March  All day  Newby Wiske residential  

Thursday 12th March  All day  Newby Wiske residential  

Friday 13th March  All day  Newby Wiske residential  

Monday 23rd March  All week  Scholastic Book Fair in school  

Monday 23rd March  Various times  Parents evening  

Tuesday 24th March  Various times  Parents evening  

Thursday 2nd April 3.15pm  School closes for Easter  



 

Details on two local clubs and an upcoming holiday camp in the area - great 
opportunities for pupils to learn, stay active, and have fun beyond the school 
day 

                               
             All Stars Sport                                                            DRF Sports Coaching                      

                         
 
                                           www.empas.co.uk 

 

https://all-stars-sport.classforkids.io/camp/37
mailto:drfsportscoaching@gmail.com
https://www.empas.co.uk/
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