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16th January 2026
Headteachers Update

What a lovely end to another week at Belsay Primary School. Although it has felt like a slightly
quieter one in terms of events, what has really shone through is the children’s fantastic attitudes to
learning. Across the school we are seeing excellent engagement, positive behaviour choices and a
genuine enthusiasm for doing their very best, which is exactly the culture we strive for every day.

In our Monday assembly this week we spent time learning about Dr Martin Luther King Jr, whose
birthday is on 15th January. We talked about the important role he played in standing up for fairness
and equality and how life in the past was not always respectful or fair, particularly when it came to
race. This linked closely to our work on the protected characteristics and our core value of respect.
The children spoke thoughtfully about how everyone deserves to be treated kindly and fairly, no
matter their background or race, and it was wonderful to hear how well they understand that
equality is not just something we talk about but something we live every day in school.

We were also pleased to welcome visitors from Pele Trust this week, who came in to review our
behaviours, attitudes and attendance. They were blown away by the pupil voice sessions, so a huge
thank you to all of the children who spoke so confidently and proudly about life at Belsay. Trust
leaders commented on how happy the children feel in school, how clearly they know and can explain
our core values and the fantastic culture that exists across our whole community — something we are
incredibly proud of.

One area we will be focusing on going forward is attendance. We know that illness before Christmas
has had an impact, but we are also seeing a small number of term-time holidays. Although we do
not take a heavy-handed approach, it is really important that we work together to ensure children
are in school as much as possible so they can maximise their education. Research consistently shows
that children with higher attendance go on to achieve better SATs, better GCSEs and improved life
chances in the long term and even the difference between 100% and 95% attendance can have a
significant effect.

It has also been lovely to bring back our celebration assemblies this week, along with our
ever-popular Hot Chocolate. After such a cool week, it was a perfect way to recognise the children’s
achievements and start 2026 on a positive note.

We hope you all have a wonderful weekend. Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Mr Shaw
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Safeguarding

Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Miss Dixon, Miss Houghton and
Mr Shaw..
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Attendance

As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we
provide one of the best experiences possible.

Current Whole School attendance is 94.94%. Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 95%.

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Willow 100%
Maple 100%
Alder 97.6% 93.7%
Oak 100%

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 175 171
Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in
your child’'s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.
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Classroom updates - Willow Class

Another fantastic week here in Willow class! Every week just seems to be getting better and better!

In Maths, our focus has been the number 6. The children have been exploring this number through
counting activities, matching games and practical tasks that help them understand quantity and
order. We have been practising recognising the numeral, representing it with objects and spotting it
in our everyday environment. This hands-on approach helps to make number learning fun and
meaningful.

We have read the story The Polar Bear's Home. This is a story about
polar bears and how we can help to take care of them and the world [
we are living in. We have been learning interesting facts about polar
bears, their habitats and how they survive in the Arctic. Our ‘make a
fuss’ words this week have been habitat, survive and environment.
Ask your child what they can remember about these important
words. One of the highlights of the week was making igloos out of
sugar cubes which encouraged creativity, problem-solving and

teamwork.
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We continue to celebrate every child’s effort and progress as we
encourage them to be the best that they can be. This week, we have
seen children showing resilience in new activities, being kind and
supportive to their friends, and demonstrating curiosity in all areas of
learning. Recognising and celebrating these small achievements helps children feel proud and
motivated to keep trying their best every day. It was great to share this with our Pele Trust visitors
this week and they were very impressed with everyone in Willow class. What a team!
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Thank you for your continued support in helping your child enjoy their learning journey. Have a
wonderful weekend!

Miss Houghton
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Classroom updates - Maple Class

This week in Maple Class, we have been very busy in English and Art. In English, the children worked
hard to write clear instructions for how to pack for a long journey, inspired by the story Lost and
Found. We focused on using time words, bossy verbs and conjunctions to make our writing easy to
follow. In Art, we explored the work of Piet Mondrian, carefully responding to his use of bold shapes
and primary colours.

In PSHE, we learned all about eating a healthy and balanced diet. We used the Eatwell Guide to
discuss the different food groups, how much we should eat of each and why. We then used our
knowledge of healthy foods to plan a healthy meal.

We have also been developing our skills in Computing by practising dragging and dropping using
the trackpads on our Chromebooks. In PE, we are thoroughly enjoying our dance unit with Mr Smith,
where we have been practising a range of moves and steps to the K-pop song Soda Pop.

Miss Dixon
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Classroom updates- Alder class

It has been a busy week for Alder Class. In English, the children started drafting their letters to a pet
expert, asking for advice on how to care for a bearded dragon. We focused on using adjectives,
conjunctions and relative clauses to make our writing more detailed. We worked hard on adding a
formal tone to our letter. The children have all worked hard to get the structure and layout of their
letters correct. We are looking forward to reading the final drafts next week.

In Maths, we have been continuing our focus on individual times tables, using songs, actions and
manipulatives to support our learning. Thank you for all the work that you are doing at home on
TTRS - please continue to keep up the good work!

In Science, we have been learning the acronym MRS GREN to help us remember the seven key
characteristics of living organisms. In PE, we continue to enjoy our dance unit with Mr Smith and our
time swimming.

In History, we are continuing with our Viking topic. This week, we have learnt about how the Vikings
explored the world to raid, plunder and trade goods with different nations. We were surprised at how
far they travelled in the small longboats. We started our new RE topic this week, looking at what it is
like to be a Hindu in Britain today. We learnt about dharma and considered the different duties that
we have in our lives.

Have a great weekend Alder Class. Don't forget your double Bookwork points for all of your reads this
weekend too! We look forward to seeing you all again next week.

Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter
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Classroom updates - Oak Class

It's been another packed and purposeful week in Oak Class, with the children throwing themselves
into learning across the curriculum and showing real maturity in how they approach their work.

In English, we've been developing our writing by focusing on opinions written as direct speech. The
children have worked hard to choose appropriate reporting clauses and to move them around
within sentences to improve flow and effect. It's been great to see pupils becoming more confident
and adventurous with how they present dialogue.

In Maths, both year groups have been tackling the formal written methods of division. Mr Mc's Year
6s and Mr P’s Year 5s have been working carefully through the steps, focusing on accuracy, place
value and explaining their thinking clearly. The resilience and concentration shown have been
excellent, particularly when problems required several steps.

In Science, Mr P’s class explored inheritance and how we inherit features from our parents. Pupils
learned that characteristics such as eye colour, hair type and facial features can be passed down,
while also understanding that everyone is unique.

Our History lessons have continued with the dramatic story of the Spanish Armada. The children
learned why Elizabeth | was such an important figure in England’s victory and how her leadership
helped shape the outcome of this significant event.

In PSHE, we've been talking about stress and recognising that it's a normal part of life. Pupils
explored practical ways to manage stress, including talking to others, taking breaks and recognising
when support is needed.

Finally, in RE, pupils learned about the Islamic belief of Iman and what faith means to Muslims. They
explored how belief can influence actions and attitudes in daily life.

A big thank you for the brilliant homework coming in. The effort and pride being taken is really
noticeable. Thanks for all your continued support, and we'll see everyone on Monday.

Mr McLeod & Mr Pritchard
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Dates for your Diary

Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required

Date Time

Monday 26th January 3.30pm Parents SATS Information Session

Thursday 29th January PM Year 5/6 attending a performance at the Theatre Royal
Thursday 12th February 3.30pm Newby Wiske Information evening

Friday 13th February 3.15pm School closes for half term

Monday 23rd February All day School closed for teacher training day
Tuesday 24th February 8.45am School reopens

Tuesday 10th March PM Shakespeare performance at Northern Stage
Wednesday 11th March All day Newby Wiske residential

Thursday 12th March All day Newby Wiske residential

Friday 13th March All day Newby Wiske residential

Monday 23rd March All week Scholastic Book Fair in school

Monday 23rd March Various times | Parents evening

Tuesday 24th March Various times | Parents evening

Thursday 2nd April 3.15pm School closes for Easter

Happy Birthday to:

Edward (Oak)

Sebastian (Oak)
@ Wishing you both a fantastic day!
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Details on local clubs in the area - great opportunities for pupils to learn, stay
active, and have fun beyond the school day

PONTELAND RFC

THIS IS WHERE
YOU BELONG!

JOIN OUR PONTELAND YOUTH RUGHY TEAMS
BOYS AND GIRLS WELCOME
TRAINING EVERY SUNDAY

FOOTRALL
SESQUIRTS

THIS VOUCHER ENTITLES YOU TO ATTEND

1 FREE CLASS

AT ANY OF OUR VENUES!

N
9 MORPETH 9 GOSFORTH
9 PONTELAND @ BLYTH
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http://www.footballsquirts.co.uk/ https://www.pontelandrfc.co.uk/

“JETS AIND

JITlL FRETNOTEON THEATRE SO0

https://www.jillerrington.co.uk/ https://laingsboxing.com
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https://www.pontelandscouts.uk/how-to-apply/



http://www.footballsquirts.co.uk/
https://www.pontelandrfc.co.uk/
https://www.jillerrington.co.uk/
https://laingsboxing.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoqBqH48utx8pEdTr6YKNU113YYlzseDKqJBl8wwaL6EDq6DuA9f
https://www.pontelandscouts.uk/how-to-apply/
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BABY & TODDLER
GROUP

Every Monday (during term time)
in the school hall - 10am - 1lam

Come along to a relaxed
and friendly group

EVERYONE WELCOME
£2.50 PER FAMILY
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