
 

7th November 2025 
Headteachers update 

Welcome back, everyone! I hope you all had a really lovely half-term break and managed to enjoy a 
bit of downtime with family and friends. Whether you spent it wrapped up on autumn walks, 
tackling the ever-growing pile of jobs around the house, or simply recharging with a good cuppa 
and a lie-in, I hope it was time well spent. We’ve got seven busy but exciting weeks ahead as we 
head towards Christmas and it’s been brilliant to see the children return with such enthusiasm and 
focus. They’ve settled straight back into routines, showing great attitudes to learning and reminding 
us all just how proud we are of the high expectations and positive atmosphere we have here at 
Belsay. 

Next week promises to be full of activity and reflection in equal measure. On Monday, children are 
invited to come into school wearing odd socks to mark the start of Anti-Bullying Week. This is always 
a great way to celebrate individuality and the simple message that we’re all different- and that’s 
what makes us special! Children can come in their PE kit and odd socks if they wish and we’re 
looking forward to a colourful display of mismatched feet around school. 

On Tuesday, we’ll be holding a special assembly for Remembrance. It’s always a powerful moment in 
the school calendar when we gather together for a minute’s silence to reflect and pay our respects. 
The children always approach this with such maturity and thoughtfulness and it’s one of those 
occasions that really shows what a kind and caring school community we have. 

Then on Friday, it’s time for Children in Need - always a highlight of the autumn term! Children are 
invited to wear non-uniform (spots optional, of course) and bring along a £1 voluntary donation. 
Every little bit helps and we’re always so grateful for your support in raising funds for such an 
important cause. 

Finally, we’re once again working with the wonderful Action for Children charity on their Christmas 
Shoebox Appeal. This has become a really meaningful tradition for us at Belsay and it’s amazing to 
see how generous our families are each year. A letter with all the details has gone out via email, but 
in essence, we’re inviting families to fill shoeboxes with small gifts and essential items for children 
across the North East who might be in need this winter. The difference these boxes make is huge 
and I’d like to thank you in advance for your kindness and generosity. 

As always, thank you for everything you do to support the school and our wider community. It really 
is a team effort and we’re so grateful for the way you all get behind everything we do. I hope you 
have a restful weekend, manage to dodge the showers, and get a bit of time to relax. 

Mr Shaw   

 



 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Miss Dixon, Miss Houghton and 
Mr Shaw..               

                               

 



 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 96.61%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 95.83% 98.46% 

Maple 99.04% 97.27% 

Alder 94.50% 94.37% 

Oak 94.02% 97.88% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
                                                                     

 



 

Classroom updates - Willow Class 

It has been lovely to see all the children return to school full of smiles and enthusiasm after the 
half-term break. The classroom has been filled with chatter as the children have enjoyed sharing 
their fun and adventures from the holidays, from family days out to cosy moments at home. 

This week, we have focused on settling back into our routines and reminding ourselves of our 
classroom expectations. The children have done brilliantly showing independence, kindness and 
curiosity in everything they do. 

With Bonfire Night taking place this week, our learning has included an important focus on firework 
safety. The children have discussed how to enjoy fireworks responsibly, keep a safe distance, and look 
after pets who might find the celebrations a little noisy. It was lovely to hear about all of the fun the 
children had on bonfire night and how they helped others to stay safe. We have been inspired to 
create our own firework artwork this week as well.  

     

I am so proud of how well everyone has started this new half term and are looking forward to the 
exciting weeks ahead as we move towards winter! This half term is truly the most magical and 
exciting half term of the whole school year. We have lots of fun events planned already so please 
check Class Dojo to stay up to date.  

Wishing you all a safe and sparkling weekend!  

Miss Houghton 

 



 

Classroom updates - Maple Class 

It’s been a fantastic start to the new school term for Maple Class! The children have loved sharing 
their news from the half-term holiday and listening to what their friends have been up to. It’s 
wonderful to see everyone return to school full of enthusiasm and ready to learn. In English, we 
began exploring our new class text, Seasons by Hannah Pang. The children made thoughtful 
predictions about the book, clarified lots of new vocabulary, and wrote interesting questions about 
each of the seasons.wrote interesting questions about each of the seasons. 

 

In Science, we have been learning all about seasonal change, discussing the different weather 
patterns, daylight hours, and natural changes that occur throughout the year in the UK. The children 
shared lots of brilliant ideas and observations! In PSHE, we focused on Bonfire Night safety and 
talked about how to enjoy the celebrations responsibly. The class then designed some very 
eye-catching and informative posters to remind everyone how to stay safe while having fun. What a 
great start to the term! 

 

Miss Dixon     

 

 



 

Classroom updates- Alder class 

What a fantastic first week back Alder Class. You have certainly hit the ground running and we are so 
proud of how much care you have taken over your learning this week. On Monday, we were lucky 
enough to learn about fire safety and get to make marshmallows at the fire circle with Miss 
Houghton. This was an excellent start to the week.  

In English, we are starting a new focus on writing a diary entry from the perspective of Magnus 
Godwinson - the main character in our text Anglo Saxon boy. This week we have been perfecting our 
punctuation around exaggerated statements and rhetorical questions, as well as exploring emotive 
language. Next week, we will look at beginning to draft our own versions.  

We must have been practicing maths over the half term as the children have jumped straight back 
into their learning. This week, we finished our focus on addition and moved onto column subtraction. 
We started with manipulatives to support our learning and are now able to do column subtraction 
without exchanges.  

In RE, we have been looking at our perfect world and the children have completed some fantastic 
drawings of their perfect world with no pollution, peace and friendship. They have been really 
mature when discussing things that would make the world fairer. We also moved onto our new 
geography topic of “Why do people live where they do?” 

It’s been a wonderful week of curiosity, kindness and fantastic learning. Let’s have another super 
week next week Team Alder. Have a brilliant weekend.  

 

Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter 
 

 



 

Classroom updates - Oak Class​
​
What a fantastic first week back! Oak Class have hit the ground running after half term, showing real 
focus, maturity and enthusiasm across the board. In Literacy, we've been diving into Letters from the 
Lighthouse and getting to grips with informal letters, thinking about how characters might share 
their thoughts and feelings during such a dramatic time. The children are already tuning into the 
emotions and historical context beautifully. 

In SPaG, we’ve explored FANBOYS (our co-ordinating conjunctions), and we’re already spotting them 
popping up in our own writing. The grammar’s sticking because it’s got real purpose behind it, 
exactly how we like it! 

Maths has been all about thinking deeply as we've tackled reasoning and problem solving using 
addition and subtraction, with a real focus on using the inverse to check our answers and justify our 
thinking. The children are gaining real confidence in explaining why their methods work. Obviously 
this music to our ears! 

In Science, we began our new topic on light, investigating how it travels in straight lines and why 
that matters in the real world (cue lots of brilliant questions and torch experiments!). We’re already 
planning how we’ll test and challenge what we know in hands-on investigations later this term. 

It’s been one of those weeks where the atmosphere in class is just spot on. Respectful, curious, 
hardworking and kind. The children have been amazing, and we’re looking forward to a cracking 
run-up to Christmas. Let’s keep it going, team! 

 ​
Mr McLeod 

 
 
 

 



 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 

 
 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday those those who  

celebrated this week 
Ronnie (Maple) 
Annabel (Alder) 

Bea (Oak) 
Grace-Mae (Maple) 

Hallie (Maple) 

 

Date Time  

Monday 10th November  All day Wear odd socks for Anti-bullying  

Thursday 13th 
November 

Morning Willow and Maple Class trip to St Andrew’s Church, 
Bolam 

Thursday 13th 
November 

Morning Alder and Oak Class trip to Newcastle Reform 
Synagogue 

Friday 14th November All day  Children in Need Non Uniform Day - wearing spots 
optional. £1 donation requested 

Monday 17th & Tuesday 
18th November 

Various times Parents Evening  

Friday 5th December  9am  Christmas Nativity Performance  

Thursday 18th 
December  

Afternoon  Willow and Maple Christmas party  



 

 
We kindly remind you that the school car park should not be used 

between 8:20am - 9:10am and 2:50pm and 3:30pm. During these times, 
our buses and taxis need clear access to park and manoeuvre safely so 

that children can board and disembark without risk. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping keep the car park safe. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
Alastair Lord is currently offering a free brass instrument  

trial (which can be held in school) Please complete this Google form for 
more information or to arrange a trial. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/142N30h-7sV-6nH0C77xOuhQLX4AxMXNOY_0vkHGA5GE/edit?usp=drivesdk
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