
 

24th October 2025 
Headteachers update 

Well, we’ve made it! The final week before half term  and what a fantastic (and full!) eight weeks it’s 
been. 

First off, a huge thank you to our wonderful PTA for organising yet another brilliant event, the 
Halloween Disco on Tuesday night. It was absolutely fantastic to see so many children there, dressed 
up and dancing away! Your ongoing support for our PTA events makes such a difference as they’re 
an invaluable resource for the school and we really couldn’t do it without you, our families and 
community. So, thank you once again for getting involved and helping to make these things happen. 

It’s also been a week of adventures for our classes! Reception and Key Stage 1 had a brilliant visit to 
the Centre for Life -  from everything I’ve heard, they had a great time exploring and learning and it 
all linked beautifully with our curriculum. Meanwhile, our Key Stage 2 children headed off to Cragside 
in Rothbury. Thankfully, the weather held out and they enjoyed a wonderful day exploring the house, 
gardens and all things Victorian. These experiences really are what school memories are made of! 

Another highlight this week was having Arthur in school for a few days. He’s been making his way 
around the classes and judging by the children’s smiles, they were just as delighted to see him as he 
was to be in school! 

We’ve finished the week, as always, with our Hot Chocolate Friday and Celebration Assembly - well 
done to all of this week’s winners. You’ve worked so hard and should be very proud of yourselves. 

As we close out this first half term, I just want to say a heartfelt thank you to all of our staff for their 
relentless hard work and dedication. Eight weeks is a long stretch and every day brings new lessons, 
new challenges and new successes - their commitment to our children should never go unnoticed. 

To everyone - children, families and staff - have a wonderful half term. Enjoy the break, put your feet 
up and hopefully squeeze in something fun because you deserve this holiday.. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Tuesday 4th November - please 
remember that Monday 3rd November is a Teacher Training Day. 

Have a brilliant week off! 

Mr Shaw   

 

 



 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Miss Dixon, Miss Houghton and 
Mr Shaw..               

                               

 



 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 96.70%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 96.67% 99.02% 

Maple 96.92% 97.09% 

Alder 98.40% 94.36% 

Oak 100% 98.27% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
                                                                     

 



 

Classroom updates - Willow Class 

What a wonderful first half term we’ve had together in Willow Class! The children have settled 
beautifully into school life, learning routines, making friends, and showing such curiosity and 
enthusiasm each day. I am so proud of how far they’ve come already! 

This week we had a very exciting visitor  Arthur the puppy! The children were thrilled to meet him 
and learned all about how to care for a pet. Arthur was very gentle and loved all the attention he 
received from our caring Willow Class! We are looking forward to him being able to come for another 
look around soon.  

                                       

Our trip to the Centre for Life was a huge success! The children explored the exhibitions, asked 
brilliant questions, and were fascinated by the hands-on science activities. A big thank you to our 
Science lead Miss Dixon for organising this trip.  

What a spook-tacular time everyone had at the Halloween Disco! The costumes were incredible from 
friendly witches and brave superheroes to sparkly pumpkins! The children enjoyed dancing, games, 
and a few tasty Halloween treats. Thank you to everyone who helped make it such a fun evening!  

As we head into the break, we want to say a huge well done to all of the children in Willow class for a 
fantastic start to the school year. Next half term promises to be the most magical one yet  full of 
festive fun, new learning adventures, and plenty of sparkle!  

Have a lovely half term. I can’t wait to see and hear what you have been up to!                           

Miss Houghton 

 



 

Classroom updates - Maple Class 

This week, Maple Class enjoyed an unforgettable trip to the Centre for Life, a truly amazing day out! 
The children were thrilled to see everything they’ve been learning in Science, History, and Geography 
come to life through hands-on experiences. Highlights of the day included an engaging storytelling 
workshop, a fantastic Science Show, and a special visit to the planetarium for a Halloween-themed 
story. It was wonderful to see the children’s curiosity and enthusiasm shine as they explored and 
discovered new things together. 

To round off a brilliant first half term, we also had a spooktacular time at the school Halloween disco! 
The children showed off their terrific costumes and some impressive dance moves on the dance 
floor. 

 

Thank you, Maple Class, for your hard work, enthusiasm, and fantastic progress so early in the school 
year. Have a wonderful half-term break,  rest, relax, and get ready for more exciting learning 
adventures when we return in November! 

Miss Dixon     

 

 



 

Classroom updates- Alder class 

What a fantastic week we have had in Alder Class to finish off the half term. In English, we have been 
exploring an Anglo-Saxon poem and combining our class text Anglo Saxon Boy with our history 
learning to create fantastic setting descriptions of an Anglo-Saxon village. We have worked hard to 
include adverbs and adjectives to add depth to our descriptions.  

In Maths, we have continued to build our fluency in addition through concrete and pictorial 
strategies using Base 10 and place value counters to confidently make exchanges. We have also 
moved into more abstract strategies and formal written methods for column addition. All of the 
children have shown great determination and perseverance this week. It is wonderful to see them 
confidently setting out the work in their books with increasing independence. Well done everyone! 

Throughout the half term we have been working on an Electricity unit in Science. On Wednesday, we 
enjoyed a fantastic visit to Cragside - the birthplace of electricity. We marvelled at Lord Armstrong’s 
ingenious inventions and investigations and saw our learning in practice.  

In History, we finished our Anglo Saxon unit by exploring a pull out copy of the Bayeux Tapestry and 
revisiting the events of The Battle of Hastings. We also learnt about the Norse legend of Beowulf and 
explored what it told us about Anglo Saxon culture. Listening to the Old English version of part of the 
poem was a great eye opener as to how our language has developed! We finished by evaluating 
whether these primary sources of history are reliable. A game of pass the whisper, helped us 
understand how information passed down through generations in story telling may not remain 100% 
accurate and was a lot of fun! 

It has been a great half term everyone - enjoy your well deserved half term break. We are looking 
forward to seeing you in November and hearing what you have been up to!  

Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

Classroom updates - Oak Class​
In Oak Class, this week, we’ve delved deeper into Letters From The Lighthouse, beginning our new 
focus on informal letter writing. We’ve explored the features of these letters . The children have really 
enjoyed imagining how life would have felt during World War II.. 

In Maths, our focus has remained on subtraction. We’ve been building fluency through concrete, 
pictorial and abstract strategies from using place value grids and counters, to confidently 
exchanging across columns in formal written methods. The children have shown great resilience and 
precision in their work and it’s fantastic to see them applying these skills independently. 

In Science, we wrapped up our Electricity unit in style by designing and building our very own 
working traffic lights! The children worked brilliantly in small teams to complete circuits, test 
connections, and understand how switches control the flow of electricity. We also enjoyed a truly 
memorable visit to Cragside this week. We explored Lord Armstrong’s incredible inventions, from the 
Powerhouse and Waterwheel to the Archimedes Screw and Iron Bridge, learning how science, 
engineering and nature came together to create something remarkable. It was an inspiring trip that 
helped us see electricity in action. 

In PSHE, our theme has been communication helps us understand each other. Through discussion 
and role-play, the children reflected on how speaking clearly, listening carefully, and showing 
empathy can strengthen friendships and teamwork. ​
Thank you, as always, for your continued support and have a wonderful weekend

​
Mr McLeod 

 

 



 

 A Huge Thank You from Belsay PTA!  
 

We’d like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who joined in and supported our recent 
events — your kindness, creativity, and enthusiasm make such a difference to our lovely little 

school. 
 

Together we raised: 
 £48 from the Spooky Plate Competition 

 £198.75 from the Halloween Disco 
 £39.75 from the Harvest Festival 

 
Every penny goes straight back into supporting our children’s learning and school community 

— thank you for helping us make it happen!  
 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 

 

 

Date Time  

Monday 3rd November All Day Teacher Training Day 

Tuesday 4th November 8:45am School reopens 

Monday 10th November  All day Wear odd socks for Anti-bullying  

Thursday 13th 
November 

Morning Willow and Maple Class trip to St Andrew’s Church, 
Bolam 

Thursday 13th 
November 

Morning Alder and Oak Class trip to Newcastle Reform 
Synagogue 

Friday 14th November All day  Children in Need Non Uniform Day - wearing spots 
optional. £1 donation requested 

Monday 17th & Tuesday 
18th November 

Various times Parents Evening  

Friday 5th December  9am  Christmas Nativity Performance  



 

 
 

We kindly remind you that the school car park should not be used 
between 8:20am - 9:10am and 2:50pm and 3:30pm. During these times, 
our buses and taxis need clear access to park and manoeuvre safely so 

that children can board and disembark without risk. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping keep the car park safe. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Alastair Lord is currently offering a free brass instrument  
trial (which can be held in school) Please complete this Google form for 

more information or to arrange a trial. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/142N30h-7sV-6nH0C77xOuhQLX4AxMXNOY_0vkHGA5GE/edit?usp=drivesdk
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