
 

17th October 2025 
Headteachers update 

What a wonderful week it has been at Belsay! The atmosphere around school has been full of joy, 
hard work and that special sense of togetherness that makes our community so strong. As always, 
our children have shown kindness, enthusiasm and pride in everything they do and it is a privilege to 
see our school values shining through in classrooms, corridors and beyond. 

Today’s Harvest Festival was a true highlight. It was an absolute pleasure to see so many families join 
us and fill the hall with warmth and support. The children performed beautifully and there is 
something incredibly special about hearing their voices singing together and the confidence shown 
in standing up and saying their lines, it really does bring the hall to life. Moments like these remind 
us how lucky we are to be part of such a close-knit school family. A huge thank you for the generous 
food donations; these will go a long way in supporting those in our wider community who are in 
need. 

This month we are marking Black History Month and in school we have been talking about why this 
is such an important time for reflection and learning. We have linked our discussions to the story of 
Rosa Parks, exploring the themes of courage, fairness and standing up for what is right. Staff will be 
delivering focused sessions before half term and the children have also been given an optional 
challenge to research further at home - there may even be a little reward to keep motivation high! 

You may also have noticed a slight change in the playground landscape… yes, the chicken coop has 
disappeared! Please don’t worry - our feathered friends are safe, happy and currently enjoying a 
well-deserved holiday at Mrs Rutter’s farm. They are being thoroughly spoiled and will return to us in 
the Spring, hopefully refreshed and ready for their next adventure with the children. I know they are 
being missed already by a number of children. 

We ended the week with our usual Celebration Assembly and of course, Hot Chocolate, recognising 
those children who have gone above and beyond in effort, kindness or learning. Well done everyone, 
you definitely deserve all of the accolades.  

Wishing all our families a restful and happy weekend, only one more week to go that includes trips 
and of course the amazing Halloween Disco! Thank you, as always, for being part of our Belsay 
community. 

Mr Shaw   

 
 

 



 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Miss Dixon, Miss Houghton and 
Mr Shaw..               

                                

 



 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 96.47%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 100% 99.43% 

Maple 100% 97.12% 

Alder 98.40% 93.76% 

Oak 100% 98.02% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
                                                                     

 



 

Classroom updates - Willow Class 

What a wonderful week it has been in Willow Class! The children have been busy learning, exploring 
and celebrating the changing season in so many lovely ways. 

This week we joined the whole school in celebrating our Harvest Festival. The children sang 
beautifully and shared their learning about the importance of helping others and being thankful for 
what we have. We were so proud of their confidence and enthusiasm for their first whole school 
performance, well done Willow Class! 

Our story focus has been The Little Red Hen. The children have enjoyed retelling the story through 
role play, sequencing activities and creative crafts. We have been thinking about teamwork and 
kindness, learning that when we help each other great things can happen! Next week we are 
looking forward to working together to make bread.  

In Forest School this week we continued to focus on fire safety and how to stay safe around an open 
flame. The children listened carefully, followed the safety rules and enjoyed the highlight of the day 
toasting marshmallows! It was a wonderful opportunity to learn new skills and work together 
outdoors. 

                          

The children have also loved spending time in our outdoor area where there has been lots of 
enthusiastic digging and exploring! They have been busy searching for worms, discovering different 
textures in the soil and using tools safely. It has been fantastic to see their curiosity and teamwork as 
they investigated the outdoor area.  

Thank you for your continued support. Have a lovely weekend ready for the last week of the half 
term!                   Miss Houghton 

 



 

Classroom updates - Maple Class 

This week, Year 1 and 2 have been working incredibly hard in English. The children have been busy 
rewriting the story of Zog in their own words, using the past tense, interesting adjectives, and 
accurate punctuation. It has been wonderful to see their confidence grow as writers, and everyone 
should be proud of their fantastic efforts. There has also been a noticeable improvement in 
handwriting across the class — well done, Maple Class! A big thank you to all parents and carers for 
your continued support with letter formation practice at home. 

In History, we have been learning that exploration still changes the world today. The children 
discovered some modern-day explorers before taking part in a carousel of exciting ‘exploration 
stations’. At the technology station, they impressed us with their creativity, designing clever 
inventions to help explorers in different environments. On the ocean station, they worked together to 
piece together a world map and identify the five oceans. At the space station, the children used Lego 
to build thoughtful and imaginative moon bases, considering what astronauts would need to live 
and work comfortably. Finally, on the environment station, they discussed and sorted images of 
what is helpful and harmful to our planet with great care and understanding. 

We have also spent time rehearsing for our Harvest Festival this week, and all that hard work paid off 
with a fantastic performance for parents and our local community. The children sang beautifully and 
performed with confidence and enthusiasm. Year 1 and 2 truly demonstrated the Belsay values of 
confidence and collaboration- well done Maple Class! I am so very proud of you all! 

 

Miss Dixon     

 

 



 

Classroom updates- Alder class 
It’s been another great week in Alder Class this week.  
 
In English, we have been creating our Writing Toolkits; planning, drafting and editing our 
non-chronological reports on the Anglo Saxons. I wonder if any of the children told you some of the 
interesting facts we learnt. They created some wonderful reports full of information.  

In Maths, we’ve been learning about column addition and practising making exchanges. We’ve done 
a lot of work on the layout of our addition problem this week, as well as some practical lessons to 
help us to make the exchanges. Next week, we will move on to making more than one exchange in 
our addition before looking at subtraction after half term.  

In RE, we have been exploring different promises made in the Christian church, as well as debating 
whether it is ever ok to break a promise. We had some wonderful in depth discussions, about times 
where breaking promises may be important to help look after or support a friend. They showed real 
empathy for one another in their discussions which was lovely to see.  

In PSHE, we have been considering how we can tell how people feel by looking at the expressions on 
their faces and what we can do to support one another when we notice someone is feeling sad. The 
children came up with some fantastic ways that they can help to support one another.  

On top of all of this, we are so proud of all of the children who took part in our Harvest Festival today. 
Many of you stepped a long way out of your comfort zones and all of you performed confidently and 
enthusiastically. Well done for showcasing our school values so well.  

Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter 

 
 
 

 



 

Classroom updates - Oak Class     
It’s been another wonderful and busy week up here in Oak Class. 

In English, we’ve been putting our Writing Toolkits to the test as we planned, drafted, edited and 
finally published our diary entries, inspired by children’s experiences of The Blitz. The results were 
powerful, emotional and packed with brilliant descriptive language. 

In Maths, we’ve been reasoning and problem-solving around addition before moving on to 
subtraction. We revisited some of our favourite concrete resources to help deepen our 
understanding, and the children have shown fantastic perseverance and teamwork throughout. 

In History, we took a short break from our World War II studies to celebrate Black History Month. Oak 
Class researched and presented on some incredible figures who have changed the course of history, 
showing real curiosity, empathy and respect. 

In PSHE, we explored the theme “It’s okay to ask for help”, thinking about how we can support one 
another and speak to trusted adults when we need to. The children showed real maturity and 
compassion in their discussions. 

We have also been so proud of Oak Class for their wonderful contributions to our school Harvest 
Festival. Their enthusiasm, confidence and teamwork were fantastic to see and we’d like to thank 
everyone for their generous donations which will make such a difference in our community. 

Thank you as always for your continued support. Have a lovely weekend and we’ll see you on 
Monday.​

  

Mr McLeod 

 



 

School council 
We’re excited to share that our new School Council had their first meeting this week! The 
team have already come up with some fantastic ideas for the year ahead. Their first focus 
will be a litter pick next week, after noticing an increase in litter around the school grounds 
at lunchtime. 

The School Council members will be introduced to everyone very soon during assembly, 
and we look forward to seeing them take on their new roles with enthusiasm.  

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Date Time  

Tuesday 21st October All day Center for Life Trip - Willow and Maple Class 

Tuesday 21st October  3.15pm  PTA Halloween Disco  

Wednesday 22nd 
October 

All day Cragside Trip - Alder and Oak Class 

Friday 24th October 3:15pm School closes for half term 

Monday 3rd November All Day Teacher Training Day 

Tuesday 4th November 8:45am School reopens 

Monday 17th & Tuesday 
18th November 

Times TBC Parents Evening - details to follow later this month 

Friday 5th December  9am  Christmas Nativity Performance  



 

 
We kindly remind you that the school car park should not be used 

between 8:20am - 9:10am and 2:50pm and 3:30pm. During these times, 
our buses and taxis need clear access to park and manoeuvre safely so 

that children can board and disembark without risk. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping keep the car park safe. 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Alastair Lord is currently offering a free brass instrument  
trial (which can be held in school) Please complete this Google form for 

more information or to arrange a trial. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/142N30h-7sV-6nH0C77xOuhQLX4AxMXNOY_0vkHGA5GE/edit?usp=drivesdk
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