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10th October 2025
Headteachers update

It's been another fantastic, busy and brilliant week here at school! The children have once again
been absolutely amazing and we've got some lovely news to share, along with a few exciting hellos
and updates.

This week, we had a very special visit from Mr. Phillips, Head of School at Shilbottle, as he wanted to
see what all the fuss was about at Belsay. He left absolutely buzzing! He was incredibly impressed
with the quality of teaching he saw in action but even more so with the sheer enthusiasm and
resilience of our wonderful pupils. It's a huge testament to how strong our curriculum is getting and
how ready the children are to tackle any challenge. We just love any chance we get to show off how
brilliant they all are - well done, superstars!

Speaking of brilliant, we also had our Safeguarding Review from Pele Trust today, and it was
extremely positive! The children were truly articulate, clearly explaining how we all stay safe in school
and connecting it straight back to their learning in PSHE. Seriously, they nailed it!

We are delighted to extend a huge, warm welcome to Miss Checkley, our new Trainee Teacher
joining Maple Class! Miss Checkley comes to us with a degree in Biomedical Science and is incredibly
excited to start her teaching journey. We are so lucky to have her with us until the February half term,
so if you see her around, please do introduce yourself!

| know I'm being hounded about it daily (and
rightly sol!), so here's the latest on Arthur! He's
doing really well and is about to start his proper
puppy training with The Dog Log very soon. This
means we're hopeful that his official first school
visit won't be too far off! | am going to try my best
to bring him in for a little sneak peek before the
half term so the children can meet our furry
friend!

Finally, we wrapped up the week with our joyous Celebration Assembly and Hot Chocolate! A
massive well done to all of our incredible winners this week—you earned it!

| hope you have a great weekend and only 2 more weeks to go before a well deserved half term
break.

Mr Shaw
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Safeguarding

Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Miss Dixon, Miss Houghton and

Mr Shaw..
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Attendance

As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we
provide one of the best experiences possible.

Current Whole School attendance is 3810188 Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%.

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Willow 100% 99.31%
Alder 92.80% 92.97%
Oak 99.13%

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 175 171
Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in
your child’'s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.




@e\‘%ag Schoo/

(FE
A 4

Classroom updates - Willow Class

What a fantastic week we have had in Reception! The children have been full of
curiosity and enthusiasm as we explored new ideas and deepened our
understanding across all areas of learning.

This week, we have focused on our Science topic ‘Seasonal change’. We have
looked at what is happening all around us and thought about how different the
weather is now compared to the summer holidays. We have explored our
beautiful school grounds and discovered the leaves on our trees are starting to fall.
Not one to miss an opportunity to use a free resource for learning, we collected
the leaves and have used them for all sorts of crafts this week. A firm favourite
being leave rubbing!

Our story focus this week has continued to focus on It's Okay to Be Different by Todd Parr. Through
this colourful and uplifting book, the children have been reflecting on what makes each of us special.
We have had lovely discussions about our unique qualities, talents, and interests, celebrating the
wonderful diversity within our classroom.

The children have led their own learning this week by setting up their own scientific enquiry. They
have enjoyed exploring what happens to water when we freeze it? The children made thoughtful

predictions before observing the changes over time. There was great excitement as we discovered
how water turns into ice and discussed where we might see ice in the world around us. | think the
most fun was had when we tried to break the ice to unfreeze the cars that we had used as part of

our experiment. A personal highlight of this experiment was the colourful ice that Toby made. We
had great fun using it to paint pictures and explore colour changes.

It has been a week full of discovery, creativity, and thoughtful conversations. What more could we
need?

| hope everyone has a wonderful weekend. Next week we will be thinking about performing for an
audience! We are very excited for our first Harvest festival to take place.

Miss Houghton
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Classroom updates - Maple Class

This week in Maple, we have been busy building upon our spelling, punctuation and grammar skills
in English. The children enjoyed re-reading our class text of Julia Donaldson’s Zog and created their
very own story maps to help them remember the key events. Using pictures and keywords, they
carefully sequenced the story and discussed their favourite parts. We are now looking forward to
using our maps and new writing skills to retell the story of Zog in our own words next week!

In Maths, both year groups have been working hard on their number skills. Year 1 have been focusing
on number bonds to 10, writing number sentences and spotting patterns that help them add quickly
and accurately. Year 2 have been building on their knowledge by studying addition facts, using a
range of strategies to solve problems and explain their reasoning. It has been wonderful to see
everyone's confidence with numbers growing each day.

In Science, we celebrated World Space Week and learnt all about the moon and its different phases,

discovering how it appears to change shape across the month in the Lunar Cycle. To help track these
changes at home, everyone made their very own moon spinner. Overall, it has been a fantastic week
full of creativity, curiosity and enthusiasm for learning!

Miss Dixon

PELE
TRUST
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Classroom updates- Alder class

Maths has seen a continuation of our addition and subtraction topic. We have begun looking at
exchanging numbers when adding and subtracting and will continue with this next week.

In English we have been working towards writing a non-chronological report about Anglo Saxon life.
We have also used our reading skills to carry out research. We are all now excellent at highlighting
key words and annotating text.

We had so much fun in Science this week. In small groups we were given a variety of circuit
components. We explored and experimented with them. The excitement in the room when a group
managed to light their bulb, hear their buzzer or see their motor work was infectious! We have all got
our polystyrene tiles ready for some Anglo Saxon printing next week. Please could everyone come in
with an old tshirt or short, it may get messy.

We enjoyed learning about The Battle of Hastings this week, where we explored the three
contenders for the English crown in 1066. We organised the events of the battle in chronological
order and explored how William the Conqueror had eventually managed to win. We were amazed at
the size of the Bayeux Tapestry and how it had recorded all of the key events of the battle.

Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter

PELE
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Classroom updates - Oak Class

This week in English, Oak Class have been exploring what makes a brilliant diary entry. We've looked
closely at how informal language, snippets of direct speech, emotive vocabulary and time adverbials
can help us bring our writing to life and make it feel personal and authentic.

In Maths, we've been developing our fluency in formal written methods of calculation. After plenty of
concrete and pictorial work, we've moved into the abstract, confidently showing our exchanging
skills when adding and subtracting larger numbers.

In History, we've continued our learning about World War Il by discovering how the incredible
technological advancements made during the war, from radar to early computing, continue to
shape our lives today.

In Science, we've been delving into the fascinating world of electricity, learning about key figures
such as Nikola Tesla, Benjamin Franklin, Alessandro Volta and Michael Faraday, the pioneers whose
discoveries continue to power our modern world.

In PSHE, we've been discussing how respectful relationships in school help to keep us safe and
create a positive environment where everyone feels valued whilst in RE, we've begun to bring
together all of our big questions from philosophy, theology and the social sciences, reflecting on
what we've learned about beliefs, wonderings and the different ways people make sense of the
world. A big thank you, as always, for your continued support and we'll see you all on Monday!

Mr MclLeod

PELE
) TRUST
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Dates for your Diary

Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required

Date Time

Monday 13th October Morning Flu Immunisations

Friday 17th October 9am Harvest Festival

Tuesday 21st October All day Center for Life Trip - Willow and Maple Class
Tuesday 21st October 3.15pm PTA Halloween Disco

Wednesday 22nd All day Cragside Trip - Alder and Oak Class
October

Friday 24th October 3:15pm School closes for half term

Monday 3rd November |All Day Teacher Training Day

Tuesday 4th November |8:45am School reopens

Monday 17th & Tuesday |Times TBC Parents Evening - details to follow later this month
18th November

Friday 5th December 9am Christmas Nativity Performance




(FE
A 4

We kindly remind you that the school car park should not be used
between 8:20am - 9:10am and 2:50pm and 3:30pm. During these times,
our buses and taxis need clear access to park and manoeuvre safely so

that children can board and disembark without risk.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping keep the car park safe.

Safer Parking
around our school
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Belsay PTA invites children to decorate a spooky plate for Halloween.
There will be prizes for the most spooktacular entries. Please pay your £1
entry fee to the ‘Friends of Belsay’ account (details have been shared on
our ClassDojo post). Plates must be returned to school no later than the

13th October.

~SPOOKY
-® P lA T E °

COMPETITION - £1.00
" PLATES WILL BE SENT HOME ON FRIDAY 3"°
"7 OCT—PLENTY OF TIME TO CREATEYOUR
SPOOKTACULAR DESIGN! °
PLEASE WRITE YOUR NAME AND CLASS ON g 4]

" THE BACK. RETURN PLATES BY 13TH OCTOBER p —
TO ENTER THE COMPETITION.
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PTA Halloween Disco

Please complete the google form and send payment to the PTA account to purchase
tickets. Full details have been emailed on 3rd October.
https://forms.gle/z1MsepVcNM3DQm8x9

N

DIS

FUN | GAMES | PRIZES
TUESDAY 21ST OCTOBER - 3:15-5PM

£5 PER CHILD - INCLUDES HOTDOG, SNACK & JUICE.

SEND FANCY DRESS IN ABAG TO SCHOOL.
PLEASE COMPLETE THE GOOGLE FORM AND FOLLOW
PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS FOR TICKETS.



https://forms.gle/z1MsepVcNM3DQm8x9
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MORE FLEXIBILITY

LY,
g, M BREAKFAST CLUB:

£5.50 from 7:45am

) AFTER SCHOOL CLUB:

£7.00 3:15pm-4:30pm

£2.25 for every 30mins
from 4:30pm-6pm

Look out for our half-termly special events. All children
welcome whether or not they attend clubs regularly.

Find out more at www.belsaydaycare.co.uk

01661 881704 000
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BABY & TODDLER
GROUP

Every Monday (during term time)
in the school hall - 10am - 1lam

Come along to a relaxed
and friendly group

EVERYONE WELCOME
£2.50 PER FAMILY




Belsay Daycare & Purple Haze Flowers

Wreath Makmg Nor
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Get into the festive spirit with this fun two-hour wreath making
session led by Diane James. All materials provided.
Takes place in School Hall & refreshments will be available.

Contact Lauraon 07834 828524

to book a place (£5 deposit required)

Raising funds for Belsay Daycare
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SESSION

Free rugby development session in partnership with Ponteland RFC.
This session is open to players aged 6-16 and all ability levels. The
session will be delivered by highly experienced coaches and ex

players.

23

3list October 2025 ()

b

10am - Ipm N7

Ponteland RFC, Callerton Lane, NE20 SEG
https://all-stars-sport.classforkids.io/camp/32
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Alastair Lord is currently offering a free brass instrument

trial (which can be held in school) Please complete this Google form for
more information or to arrange a trial.

RAS S U < N((\OQ’{ }\Qé@

(\ ; Ten.Or
n \’\0( Bar:tone ~ Horn
?(eﬂc Cofﬂ&t ! ) s »

Alastaiv [ord e
Y By Teacher

scan HERE wwp [a]

For more info and to sign up ..i £
Contact:07834226096 \piealiy

All instruments provided! lord.alastair®@gmail.com [E]&ag*

Group or 1-1 lessons



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/142N30h-7sV-6nH0C77xOuhQLX4AxMXNOY_0vkHGA5GE/edit?usp=drivesdk
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