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19th September 2025
Headteachers update

It has been another fantastic week at Belsay, full of positivity, achievements most of all and smiles.
Wherever | walk into a classroom the energy is unbelievable and the enthusiasm of the children is
just a joy to watch - keep it up everyone!

Our reading journey has started off really strongly this term — thank you for all your support at home.
To keep the momentum going, we are offering double Book Worm points for Reception, Year 1 and
Year 2 readers from now until next Friday. Let's see how many extra points we can collect! Reading is
crucial for the children and their journey through school so use it as an excuse on an evening to
forget the house jobs, leave your phones to one side, find a quiet spot and spend some quality time
in a comfortable space with your child. It's a special time and one that you won't necessarily get back
once they're older.

Last week our Year 5 and 6 football team took part in the Pele Trust Festival at Darras Hall. The results
may not have always gone our way but the effort, determination and smiles on their faces told the
real story. They gave 100% throughout, showing off the best of our school values. We are so proud of
every single one of them — | know Mrs Rutter was your biggest fan on the sidelines!

A special mention must go to Henry, who completed the Great North Run
earlier this month in aid of the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. Through his incredible
efforts and the generosity of those who supported him, he raised a staggering
£1,231. What an amazing achievement — well done, Henry!

Further to the letter sent out on Wednesday regarding the potential ‘new pupil’,
please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any further questions. We want
everyone to feel comfortable about the idea and have no doubt it will be a real
asset to the school and more importantly the children.

We ended the week, as always, with Celebration Assembly and Hot Chocolate, a
perfect way to round off another brilliant week together. Well done to all our
winners this week!

Hope you have a great weekend!

Mr Shaw
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Safeguarding

Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Shaw and Miss Dixon.
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Attendance

As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we
provide one of the best experiences possible.

Current Whole School attendance is B6I8#% Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%.

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Willow 100% 98.46%
Maple 98.90%
Alder 93.29%
Oak 98.14%

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 175 171
Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in
your child’'s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.
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Classroom updates - Willow Class

We've had a wonderful week in Willow class, full of exploring, learning and . The. Celounr
growing together. “C ',

This week we enjoyed the story The Colour Monster. It helped us to think Q;@ =
carefully about our feelings and how we can recognise and name them.

The children have been brilliant at talking about what makes them feel
happy, sad, worried or excited, and learning that all feelings are important.

Our outdoor area has continued to be buzzing with activity! The children
have been developing their independence and teamwork as they explore,
create, and play. From creating potions in the sand and water trays to developing our core strength
on the climbing frame and balance beams, we are making the most of outdoor learning, no matter
what the weather!

We've taken our first steps into Maths this week with lots of counting, sorting, and singing number
songs. The children are building confidence with numbers through fun, practical activities. There's
been plenty of singing and laughter along the way, it is music to Mr MclLeod's ears (quite literally).

Thank you for your continued support, it really does make a difference to the experiences we are
having!

Have a lovely weekend.

Miss Houghton
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Classroom updates - Maple Class

This week in our mixed Year 1and 2 class at Belsay, we have been busy developing our Maths skills.
Year 1 children have been practising finding one more and one less than numbers to 10 and beyond,
while Year 2 children have been counting in tens and working hard to identify missing tens and ones
on number lines. They tackled number lines that were only marked with the start and end points,
showing fantastic perseverance! Across the class, we have been focusing on using precise
mathematical vocabulary, with key words such as partition, intervals, fewer than, more than, and
equal to helping us explain our thinking more clearly.

In History, we have launched our exciting new topic, How have Explorers changed the world? The
children were captivated by learning all about the life and achievements of Captain James Cook. We
discovered how his journey began in Whitby, Yorkshire, before leading him across the oceans to the
coasts of Australia and New Zealand. We talked about his travels through the Arctic Circle, and to the
islands of Hawaii and the Pacific. The children were fascinated by his spirit of adventure and curiosity,
and we enjoyed lively discussions about what it must have been like to travel to such distant and
unknown places over 250 years ago.

Miss Dixon
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Classroom updates- Alder class

In English this week we have continued building our skills around descriptive writing. We have
explored expanded noun phrases, adverbs (as well as fronted adverbials in Year 4), and prepositions.
We have also worked collaboratively to create Anglo Saxon Glossaries, we used our IT skills and
knowledge of the Google Suite to help. The Year 4s made fantastic teachers in their groups and all
showed great teamwork.

Maths has seen a continuation of our place value topic. We have been looking at partitioning in
depth. Everyone enjoyed using our base 10 manipulatives to show flexible partitioning, this involved
finding different ways of splitting the same number into 2, 3 or even 4 groups. We are becoming
experts!

The variety of Anglo Saxon tile designs created in Art this week was impressive. We are now ready to
move on to making our tiles so we can get messy with some printing. It would be great if the
children could have a look around the house and discuss all the different appliances they use on a
daily basis. This will feed into our topic about electricity.

We have enjoyed learning about Anglo Saxon settlements this week - we can't believe that everyone
had to live, eat and sleep in one room. It was interesting to see how the Anglo Saxons chose places to
settle close to natural resources to make living easier and efficient. In RE, we have been acting out
the story of Lena’s Promise - looking at the importance of keeping promises and how we can help
others to be kind.

Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter
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Classroom updates - Oak Class

It's been another brilliant week of learning in Oak Class! The children have produced their WWI
Narrative Poem Big Writes, weaving together imagery, rhythm, and emotion to capture life on the
battlefield — they used the features we've been building up over the last few weeks brilliantly. In
Maths, we've been stretching our number skills all the way up to 10,000,000 as part of our place
value unit, showing great resilience with some really big numbers.

In Science, we've been investigating voltage and exploring how it can change in circuits, while in
History we've started to uncover what life was like on the Home Front during World War II. To round
the week off, Oak Class were treated to a fantastic Art lesson from Mr A, who showed us how to use
colour and tone to capture the atmosphere of the WW!I battlefields.

We've also been working hard on our discussion skills this week, with plenty of opportunities to share
ideas, ask big questions, and support each other’s learning. The enthusiasm and focus across the
class has been brilliant to see — we're looking forward to building on this momentum as we head into
another busy week ahead. Go well this weekend, Team Oak. Another marvellous effort, that! Looking
forward to seeing you all, for the third Monday of this half term.

Mr MclLeod
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Dates for your Diary

Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required

Date Time

Thursday 25th 3:30 - 4:30pm Year 5/6 girls 7v7 Football Tournament at Darras Hall
September Primary - Details to follow

Wednesday 1st 9am SEND Coffee Morning in School Hall

October

Thursday 2nd October | 9am Sibling and Individual school photos

Thursday 2nd October | 5.30pm - 7.30pm | Prospective Parents Information Evening @ Ponteland
High School for current year 6 parents

Friday 17th October 9am Harvest Festival
Tuesday 21st October |3.15pm PTA Halloween Disco
Friday 5th December |9am Christmas Nativity Performance

\Happy Birthday those those who 5
celebrated this week
Emily (Alder)
Hunter (Oak)
Jenson (Oak)
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Y6 OPEN EENING . —

Thursday 2""| October 2025 5 30-7. 30pm

Listen to the Headteacher talk and take the opportunityto visit our fantastic curriculum areas

Aiming for our students to be happy, feel safe and secure, and achieve exceptionally well

Alastair Lord is currently offering a free trial (which can be held in school)
Please complete this Google form for more information or to arrange a

trial.
3o
\Aof Bantone enor Horn

Alastaiv [ovd e
= Prasy Teachev

scan HERE
N For more info and to sign up

Group of 1-1 leasons Contact:07834226096 i
All instruments provided! lord.alastair@gmail.com
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/142N30h-7sV-6nH0C77xOuhQLX4AxMXNOY_0vkHGA5GE/edit?usp=drivesdk
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MORE FLEXIBILITY

LY,
g, M BREAKFAST CLUB:

£5.50 from 7:45am

) AFTER SCHOOL CLUB:

£7.00 3:15pm-4:30pm

£2.25 for every 30mins
from 4:30pm-6pm

Look out for our half-termly special events. All children
welcome whether or not they attend clubs regularly.

Find out more at www.belsaydaycare.co.uk

01661 881704 000
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SATURDAY 20 SEPTEMBER [1.00am - 4.30pm

* Bubble Whisperer
* 3SIXTY Bicycle Stunt Team -

* Teddy King Big Band * Ponteland Community VWind Band * Rock Choir *
* Dog show * Flower; vegetable & craft show * Classic vehicles =
* Trade stands * Homemade teas ¢ Raffle *

For more information e-mail show@whaltonvillage.org.uk
WWW.WHALTONVILLAGESHOW.COM

* Prices: Adult £10 * Child £5 «
* Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) £25 «
» Tickets may be bought in advance using the QR code:
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Tynedale Hockey Club
JUNIOR HOCKEY
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Everyone of all abilities welcomed at
Queen Elizabeth High School
sunday’s

Year 8 - 9am to 10.15am
Years 6 & 7 - 10.15am to 11.30am
Year 5 - 12.45pm to 2pm
Under 10s (year 4s) and U8s (years 2 and 3)
12.45pm to 2pm

please email:
maggiecoombe@gmail.com
to book a space!
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