
 
 

12th September 2025 
Headteachers update 

What a brilliant week it’s been at Belsay! The children have been full of energy and enthusiasm and 
it’s been lovely to see classrooms full of excitement for learning. In my new role I am not here every 
day but I have nothing but pride in the way that the school is operating and the way that everyone is 
challenging themselves to better each and every day. 

On Monday it was National Literacy Day and to celebrate it we have created an extra treat for our 
readers in KS2 (Year 3-6) as they’ll be able to collect double book worm points between Monday 8th 
and Monday 15th. A perfect excuse to curl up with a book and see those totals rocket! 

Over the summer, Mr Atkinson has been working hard with our busy 
bees and we’ve been lucky enough to spin several jars of delicious, 
golden honey. We’ll be selling the jars soon, so do keep an eye on Class 
Dojo for updates – it’s a real Belsay harvest. 

As the new term gets underway, we’d also love to hear from anyone 
interested in joining our PTA. Each year we wave goodbye to some 
fantastic members as their children move on to high school and we 
are so grateful for the time and energy they’ve given. The PTA is a 
huge part of our school life, raising funds that provide opportunities 
and experiences for all of our children. If you’d like to get involved, 
please contact the school office or Louisa Squires – every helping hand 
makes a difference, no matter how much time you can dedicate. 

Today we once again got started with our celebration assembly and our first lucky 8 children were 
chosen for Hot Chocolate. This really has become a tradition that always rounds the week off with 
plenty of smiles. 

Looking ahead, dates for our Harvest Festival will be in the morning of Friday 17th October and our 
Christmas Nativity performance is going to be on Friday 5th December, please keep an eye on the 
diary dates that are always towards the bottom of this flyer.  

As we end week 2, I hope you all feel settled and back into more familiar routines now the summer is 
all but a distant memory. Have a wonderful weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.  

Mr Shaw   

 



 
 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Shaw and Miss Dixon.               

                  

 



 
 

 
Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 98.30%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 99%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 96% 97.50% 

Maple 99.23% 99.57% 

Alder 98.80 96% 

Oak 100% 100% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
                                                                     

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Willow Class 
What a fantastic first full week we have had in Reception! The children have settled beautifully into 
our routines and have embraced each new experience with smiles, curiosity and great enthusiasm.  

The children have loved diving into the magical world of the Gruffalo. We have been retelling the 
story together, using puppets and actions to help us remember the sequence. The children have 
started to use the language of the story in their play, which has been wonderful to hear. We have also 
been talking about the characters’ feelings and thinking about how we might feel if we met the 
Gruffalo ourselves! 

Our first phonics sessions have been full of energy and excitement. The children are listening 
carefully to sounds, joining in with games and beginning to recognise the first few letter sounds. We 
are so proud of how quickly they are picking things up and a brilliant start to their reading journey. 
Thank you for all of the extra support at home with this. It really does make a difference.  

This week has brought some exciting new lessons, including PE, Music and French. In PE, the 
children have been learning to move safely in the hall and practising listening to instructions 
carefully. During Music, they have been experimenting with rhythm and enjoying singing together. 
In French, the children were delighted to try out some new words – “Bonjour!” has become a popular 
greeting in class! 

             

We are so impressed with how the children are adapting to Reception life. They are already showing 
such independence, kindness and a real love of learning. We cannot wait to see what next week 
brings!                                                                                                                                                                       
Wishing you all a restful and happy weekend.  

Miss Houghton 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Maple Class 

This week, Maple Class have been busy exploring the wonders of space as part of our new science 
topic. The children have been fascinated by the eight planets, learning about their features and what 
they are made from. After some fantastic discussions, the class worked independently to order the 
planets in their science books, showing great enthusiasm and focus. We also enjoyed a solar system 
quiz, which helped us to discover lots of new and exciting facts about space! 

In maths, Year 1 have been representing numbers to 10 using objects and manipulatives, while Year 2 
have been practising flexible partitioning of two-digit numbers using base 10. Everyone has been 
working hard to strengthen their number knowledge and develop their confidence. In English, the 
children learnt how to structure expanded noun phrases and used this skill to write wonderful 
character descriptions of Zog. The class really impressed us with their creativity and vocabulary, 
producing some excellent pieces of writing. 

In RE, we have started our new topic, What do Christians believe God is like? The children enjoyed a 
thoughtful story-based discussion about who made the world in Christianity and why Christians are 
thankful. To build on our ideas, we listened to the story Jacob’s Life on a Farm in Rural 
Northumberland and reflected on the beauty of the natural world. Everyone then drew something 
from nature that they thought was wonderful, creating a lovely collection of pictures to celebrate the 
world around us. 

 

Miss Dixon     

 



 
 

Classroom updates- Alder class 

It has been another fantastic week in Alder Class. We are so impressed at the way our new Year 3s 
are getting used to such a big step up, they are all doing brilliantly. We are also incredibly proud of 
the Year 4s who are being wonderful role models to our new class members.  

In English this week we have been building up the writing skills we will use for a character 
description at the end of next week. The characters from ‘Inside Out’ have proved useful for this task. 
In our reading lessons we have been making predictions about our new class text ‘Anglo Saxon Boy’. 
Maths has seen a continuation of exploring place value. It has been a lot of fun using our base 10 
manipulatives to help us with this.  

                                  

As an initial introduction to our class pets, we have been investigating the three stick insect species 
we have. We have linked this learning to the Science curriculum and found it interesting to explore 
words like camouflage and habitat. We also looked up where in the world these creatures come 
from. Everyone showed great bravery skills when it came to learning how to handle our pets and all 
have earnt their stick insect licences. When we have completed these initial introductory lessons we 
will be moving onto our first Science topic where we will learn all about electricity.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

We created some beautiful Anglo Saxon patterns in Art this week and made links to Maths in doing 
so. It was fun to create symmetrical and repeating patterns, everyone used rulers and some even 
used compasses to create arcs and circles. We stuck to typical colours used in Anglo Saxon times.  

This week the children have come home with their first homework. Please could this be handed in to 
school on Monday. Next week they will get a similar sheet that will focus on English. We will alternate 
between English and Maths every week. We have been delighted to see some students have already 
completed a piece of homework from their optional challenge passport booklet, a massive well done 
to Scarlett and Dylan. Well done to all those who have managed to engage in some of their online 
learning too. Login details for Spelling Shed, Times Tables Rock Stars and Reading Plus are all glued 
onto the inside front cover of their homework books.  

We really look forward to a third successful week next week. Thank you to all the support from 
parents/guardians for their help in settling everyone in so well.  

 
Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Oak Class              ​
It’s been another busy and exciting week in Oak Class! In English, we have been delving further into 
the features of WWI poetry, focusing on In Flanders Fields by John McCrae, while also exploring 
other poems from the period. We have been learning how poets use imagery, rhythm and structure 
to create powerful emotions, and pupils have been developing their own descriptive phrases 
inspired by the themes of remembrance and sacrifice. 

In Maths, we have been working with numbers up to 1,000,000, representing them in concrete, 
pictorial and abstract ways to deepen our understanding. The children have been comparing and 
ordering large numbers, spotting patterns, and using place value counters and number lines to 
show their reasoning clearly. 

Our new History unit on World War II began this week, with an introductory lesson to set the scene. 
The children were fascinated to learn about how the war was truly a global conflict and asked 
thoughtful questions about the impact on Britain and the wider world. In Science, we explored the 
different circuit symbols and what they represent, with pupils drawing and interpreting their own 
simple circuit diagrams. 

In PSHE, we continued our work on mutual respect and how it shapes positive relationships. The 
children contributed sensitively to discussions about listening carefully to others, valuing different 
opinions, and showing kindness in our daily lives. 

In Art, we have been studying perspective and creating trench compositions linked to our WWI 
topic. The children experimented with horizon lines and vanishing points, producing thumbnail 
sketches that showed real thought and creativity. We have also enjoyed time for both swimming and 
PE, where pupils built confidence, worked on teamwork skills and celebrated each other’s progress. 

All in all, it has been a week filled with curiosity, creativity and collaboration. What an absolute belter 
of a start to the year up here in UKS2. Let’s all have a great weekend and have another bash next 
week! 

            

Mr McLeod 

 



 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday those those who  
celebrated this week 

 
Mahnoor (Maple) 

 
 
 

 

Date 
 

Time  

Thursday 25th 
September 

3:30 - 4:30pm Year 5/6 girls 7v7 Football Tournament at Darras Hall 
Primary - Details to follow 

Wednesday 1st 
October 

9am SEND Coffee Morning in School Hall 

Thursday 2nd October 9am Sibling and Individual school photos 

Friday 17th October  9am  Harvest festival  

Tuesday 21st October  3.15pm  PTA Halloween Disco  

Friday 5th December  9am  Christmas Nativity Performance  



 
 

Fancy joining the Belsay School PTA? Please come along to join us for an 
informal meeting. If you are unable to attend or wish to know more about 

the PTA please speak to Louisa Squires. 

 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 
 

Alastair Lord is currently offering a free trial (which can be held in school) 
Please complete this Google form for more information or to arrange a 

trial. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/142N30h-7sV-6nH0C77xOuhQLX4AxMXNOY_0vkHGA5GE/edit?usp=drivesdk
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